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For Lam in a ſtrait betwixt two, having ade fire to de- 
part, and to be with-Chriſt ; which is far better x 
Nevertheleſ, to abide in the Fleſh, is more needfull. 


" IFE is no otherwiſe deſirable, than as it 

is uſefull, and may be employ d to Gods 

-— Glory, and for che Benefit of Men. Be- 
cauſe, tho indeed length of days is promiled as 
aà Bleſſing; yet it ceaſes to be ſo, when theſe 
noble purpoſes are once accompliſhed, and the 
great Buſineſs is done, for which God lent a 
good Man into the World; and he is come to- 


the end of the Courſe, which Divine Wildom 


meaſured out for him. Were it not for theſe 


and cares, the mileries and ſorrows, the perplex- 
ing- affairs which diſturb our moſt quiet moments, 
that any of them are enough to render Life, not 
only uneaſie, but intolerable. And ſuch are 
ns ws F 


excellent Deſigns of Living, ſuch are che troubles 
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= pure Joys ot the bleſſed Elke above, Rk | 
the uninterrupted happinels of an heavenly Life 
with our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as makes ſuch a n- 
dition infinitely preferable to the moſt plealant 
and glorious abode here. o Earth. It is erdfoke e 
no Wonder that the Apoſtle, who knew how to 
make a juſt eſtimate of things, expreſſeth a vehe⸗ 
Mence of deſire to be with Chriſt in the better 
World above, and was willing to continue ſome 
time longer in this, upon no other account than 
that of doing more Service to his great Lord, and 
| Maſter, and of being yet more uſefull among 
rhele Philippians, in the Miniſtry of the Voir to 
them. | 
I am in a ſtrait ( ſaith the A poſtle ) 38 to: 
That i is, he was doubtfull rh he thould choole, 
whether to paſs immediately ro Heaven, or to 
be a logen ſtay on Earth, where he was in a 
condition to do further Service to God in Preach- 
ing thoſe Truths to men, which were of luch Im- 
portance to their preſent and future happineſs. 
But we muſt conſider that when the Apoſtle Ipeaks 
of his being in ſuch a ſtrait, how to determine the 
reſolution of his mind, he doth not mean that he 
diſputed the Will of God, or once prelum'd to de- 
| bat what his decrees had e fixed. e 
ny 
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on the Death of the King, 3 „ 


doch not intimate the leaſt unwillingneſs to ſub- 
mit ro whatever God had appointed, concerning 
the Period of his Life. But his meaning is, That 
if the matter was left to his own Choice, to de- 


13 


cide it, as he pleaſed, he was dubious what to fe- _ 
ſolve on, whether to dye, and go to live with || 
Chriſt, or to abide in his preſent Station, in which 9 
he might ſerve God, and be a Publick benefit to -- _ 
mankind. Then we muſt conſider too, what it _— 
Was which made his Soul thus various in it's _—_ 
thoughts: On the one fide, by Faith he view'd N 
Chriſt in Heaven at ſo great a diſtance, and the 1 
pleaſing Proſpect could not but raiſe moſt vehe- | _l 
ment deſires to be nearer to that Glory which he 1 
ſaw, to converſe more intimately with that excel- 1 
lent Perſon, and to enjoy him more entirely, on — 0 Oh 
whom he had believed, on whom he had continu | 


ally Liv'd by Faich, and whom he moſt ardently 
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loved and deſir'd. And if he had minded no- . 
thing but his own particular happineſs, if he had | 
been intent on the alone Satisfaction of theſe ear- 2 

neſt deſires and hopes, the aſſign'd conſiderations - 

would have been ſufficient to ms his choice in _ 
the buſineſs, and nothing could have made him — 
once to wiſh a longer Life in the World. But on 4 
the other ſide, he regarded the work which he was SC: 
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55 for which he had lived, 7 for which alone 
lie had been deſireable; when he was aſſur'd that 
- God had nothing more for him to do here, then he 
was no longer in a ſtrait between two, but with 
Joy refign'd his Life to Gods will, and at his com- 
mand, and chearfully ſtretched out his Neck co 
the Executioners Sword, that his Happy Soul 
migght take the deſired flight to Heaven, to be for 
ever with the Lord. Th V 
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| OBSER-4ft. 4 Belcver entirely reſigns inf 
0 God, either for Liſe or Death l as he. is pieas d t0 


an the Dedb of the Kino. 5 


For ſuch a reſi ignation to che Sovereign Di. | | 
vine Pleaſure, muſt be underſtood, as implyed If 
in the A poſtles doubtfulneſs whether he thould i 
chooſe Life, or Death. He had not the leaſt 
doubt whether he ſhould obey Gods will or no, | 
or punctually obſerve his Orders, either to Live, | 
or Dye. No, his mind was in ſuch a due com- | 
poſure, and the Reſolution of his Soul ſo well _— 
a, as to be deſirous of Death, whenever uw 
God ſhould command him off from his ſtation ; 
or to be willing to Live, if the ſame God had ap- 
pointed him for more Service, or to bring greater © - | 
Honour and Glory to his Name inthe World, ll 
The Doctrine will appear evident 92 theſe #4 
confidelmions. . = 
I. A Believer Intirely Reſigns himſelf to Gol, ” =. 
both as to Life or Death; becauſe he deſires 
to Live no longer than he may bring Honour 
and Glory to the Name of God, and may act 
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for the Publick Good of Men. "Dae he Regards i 
himſelf as ſent into the World, not at all adven- 4 
tures, but on purpoſe and deſign, and by Ap-9 


- pointment and Commiſſion from God, to de him 
that Service which he hath allotted hay; when "I 
therefore this is done, and he ſees his Work too 

: he at an end, and chac he hach finiſhed the Courſe q 
5 2555 2 5 "ww | 


g 


wh 604 ſet him ; ; 1 
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then no more to 
doe on Earth, he is willing to Remove chearſully - 
out of it, alter all- his Labours are ended. | 
2. The Believer Intirely Reſigns himſelf to the 
Divine Will; becauſe he knows, that God hath 
determined the Period of his Life. He knows, that 
tho' the Conſtitution of his Body be never ſo ſtrong 


and vigorous, that tho he be in the Gaiety and Freſh- 
nels of Youth, or in the ſtrength of a Manly Age, 
that tho a Temperate and laſting warmth of bis 
Blood, may promiſe Length of Days: Vet the 


Flame of his Life muſt Expire at a ſet time ; and 


that he can no more Countermand God's Order, 


or Reſiſt his Purpoſes, or live a moment longer 


than he hath appointed, than he can pluck the 
Sun out of the Heavens, or remove the Earth 
from its Foundations, or effect the greateſt Im- 


poſſibilities. He therefore entirely Reſi igns him- 


ſelf to God, whether to Live, or Dye; and he 
commits to his diſpoſal, the Lives of thoſe whom 
he moſt Values and Loves, or upon whom he hath. 
the greateſt” dependance, either for Protection or 
| Safety, or any other publick Benefit. 


A Believer bath an abſolute 9 


the Will of God; becauſe he knows that whether he 
lives or dies he isunder the ſame/unchangable 
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dn ibe Death of the K1nG. 7 
love and care, which will provide for him in all con 
ditions. He knows that if he Lives, God will guide 
and direct him through all the wild Mazes and tra- 
verſes of Life, that he. will preſerve him in the 
midſt of all dangers which threaten Ruin, and 
that he will quiet and calm his Soul in all the 
perplexities that render Life ſo uneaſie: And there- 
fore, notwithſtanding all Anxious Cares, Difficulties 
and Sorrows with which Life is attended; the e- 
liever being ſure of God's care over him, is 
willing to Live ſo long as God ſees good; and 
for the ſame reaſon he is willing to Dye, becauſe 
he is aſſured that the ſame care and kind regard 
that Embracd him all his days, will not leave 
him when Dying, but will follow him into the 
| other World, and be with him to Eternity. He 
is aſſured, that as he go's to God to be with him 
in Heaven, he will take an everlaſting care of 
him. He is aſſur'd that the ſame God who Re- 
deem'd, Sav'd and Preſerv'd his Soul amidſt all 
Temptations, and Sins here on Earth, where it 
is but a Stranger, will inviolably ſecure happineſs 
to it after a lafe Arrival in its own proper Re- 
gion. In a word, he is aſſur d that God takes 


care of him in both Worlds, and hath effeftually 1} 
made ſufficient proviſion for his Happineſs and - 
| 
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OBSER. 2. T a Berliner, who bath fiſh 
the Work that God gave hin to 4055 Death may 
te _—_ irable. 


Andeed unto a Man bet duk v no other deſign 
in Living, than to aim at the ſatisfying his ſen⸗ 
ſual Appetite, or to gratifie himſelf in Pleaſure, 
or Ambition, Pride atſd Vain Glory ; Death is 

very Formida ble. Becauſe it puts an end to all 
bi Pleaſuies and great Ex pectations, and Hopes 

in a moment, and — it is not ſtrange that a 
Man Who makes no other uſe of Life, than meerly 

to ſatisfie his baſer inclinations, and who only 
Lives to himſelf, ſhould be Loth to Part with 
Life. But he that makes i it his chief aim and 
deſign to Honour God, and to effect the Pub- 

lique 22 when he ſees he hath done all that 
God hath alligned to him, he defires nothing more 
than to Dye, as having no more work to do in 
the World. And this is evident from theſe Con- 
ſiderations. 

1. Becauſe we find in <thprure; n We Dyin ing 
| Belieyer' 1s bleßed! in his Death. A great Dieling 
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m the Death of the Rix. 
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to every Holy Soul who is prepared for Heaven, , 
and ready to take its flight out of a World of Sin, 
Miſery and Sorrow, into Eternal Joys, Eaſe and 
Bleſſedneſs roo, muſt needs be welcome. Rev. 1 4. 
13. And I heard a voice from Heaven, ſaying nuto 
me rite, Bleſſed are the dead which die in the Lord, from 
henceforth : Lea, ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt from 
their labours ; and their Works do follow them. Unto 
ſuch, Death is more deſirable than Life, but its to = 
ſuch only that Dye in the Lord: That Dye in i 
true Faith, and Hope in Jeſus Chriſt, Death allo 

is propounded as a bleſſing to a Holy Man, as it 9 
is a Removall of ſuch an one from a ſorrow ful [ 


- 


State of Care and Trouble, yea from Calamities, i! 
Lauser Devaſtations and Ruin, that God may þ 
bring upon Kingdoms and Nations. The Righteous xn, 55. 1 


periſh, and no man layeth it to heart. No! Wicked 1. 
5 Men arc Very. glad, | when ſuch are taken out of the 
World) and (faith the Prophet again) Mercifull 
Men are taken away, and none conſider, that they are taken 
from the evil to come. Aud that is certainly 2 bleſſed 
ſtation, that afford a perſon, 2 ſanctuary, a ſure, invi- 
olable Refuge, and hiding place from all approach- 
ing miſery or danger; Death mult therefore be de- 
ſtreable to a Righteous Soul, ſince ic ſets him out of 
FÄ Ng Tot 71 Ok 
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5 he Reach of all Calamities, where neither wick. 
ed Men nor Devils can aſſault or diſturb him. 


1 2. Unto a Believer that hath finiſhed his courſe, 
Death is deſireable. Becauſe having done his 
N work there is nothing in the World that he 

It. accounts worthy living for. Indeed we ought 


| gratefully to acknowledge the goodnels and care 
of God in the proviſions that he makes for us 
(whilein the World) to render Life eaſie to us, 
2 which would otherwiſe be intollerable. We 
£8 ought to praiſe his Bounty, for having furniſhed the 
Fi World with an Affluence of, thoſe things which 
1 ſerve not only our Neceſſities, but Pleaſures : But 
yet at the ſame time if we take a diſtin proſpect 
of all Enjoyments here below, we ſhall find them 
ſo empty, ſuch vain, ſuch uncertain things, that 
no wife man would value life purely on their ac- 
count. Indeed thoſe who place all their happineſs 


Wi - © mthis World, are anbrlling to dye, becaule they 
11 would not leave ſumptuous Houſes, pleaſant 
| Gardens, well ſpread Tables, their Honours, 

=_ and Titles, Which make them to be ador d by che 
1 proſtrate People. But a Believer, tho injoying all 

| E -.  " ad . to the higheſt State of Digni- 


ty, yet when he hath done his work of Glory = 
God, and good to Men, is willing to leave all 
| theſe 


= 


on the Death of the King, 11 
. theſe things, and indeed ſees nothing in the World 
that ſhould make him deſirous to live longer in ir. 
3- Death is welcome to a Believer, becauſe it 
is a freedom from. all rhoſe evils both of Soul and 
Body, which were ſuch anguiſh and torment to 
him when living. He now groans under the ſenſe 
of the Corruptions of his Soul, and under the pains 
of an infirm, or diſeaſed Body, Rom, 7. 24. O wretch- 
ed man that I am,who ſhall deliver me from the Body of this 
Death. Death therefore is deſireable, that ſets him at 
| Libertie, and brings eaſe and reſt both to his Bo- 
dy and Mind at once. V 
4. A Believer deſires death, becauſe as ſoon as 
he dyes he goes to Chriſt. And. this is the reaſon the 
Apoſtle gives in my Text, why he was deſirous to 
Dye, becauſe to be with Chriſt is much better than 
to Live. There is no need to prove this, for if our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt now while we are in this World, 
and we hive by Faith on him, is the Light, Life, and 
loy of our Souls, then to be with him, to ſtand in the 
brignt rays ot his Glorious Majeſty;to be not only in 
the Antichamber, but to be admitted to his immedi- 
ate preſence, is the greateſt Happineſs and Honour. If 
the Soul now by Faith hath ſuch Light, and Life, 
and Joy from Chriſt, what will it then have, when 
it is in the full view of this Glorious Sun of Righte- 
ie 
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" oulneſs, and all the beams of ir {pread around = 5 
without the interpoſure of any Cloud! Thus to 
converſe with Chriſt, and to have the Cloſeſt com- 
munion with him, is far more deſirable than to 
Live in this World, where the beſt condition is 
troubleſome, and where the Tumults and Com- 
[3h motions of Humane Affairs, are continually tof- 
N. ſing us in a Tempeſt, where all wickedneſs a- 
1 bounds, and where calamities, and ſorrows over- 
| 2 Cor. flow us at every Turn; and therefore to be with 
35. , 2. Chriſt is far better than to be here. 
= F. Death is deſireable to a Believer becauſe 
0 having done his work with faithfulneſs and dili- 
3 gence, he is deſirous to Reſt: after a wearyſome 
* day of hard Labour, who is not willing tolye down 
allen be at reſt? After all the Dangers, Hardſhips, | 


1 and Fatigues of War, a peacefull repoſe is welcome 
. to the Glorious Souldiers: after all the anxious 
. cates of Government, which makes a Crown ſi: 
t { heavy on a Monarchs Brow, Death gave Eaſe to 


uke cheſt King, and kindeſt Father of his Peo- 
1 ple. And thus a Believer after all the troubles of 
Life is very glad to lye down and reſt; and the toyl 
andheat of the day makes even the gloomy nighto of 
Death not only geſtreable, but necelfary.” 
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OBSER. 3d. Tho Death on all theſe accounts is 
deſireable, yet a Believer in Zeal for Gods Intereſt, 
and Flonour, and from a Publick Spirit, vehement 
in ectious to do good, may deſire Life, to bring 
more Glory unto God, and greater Benefits to 
Men. | N 


1. Becauſe he knows, that he was not born only 
ſor himſelf, or for his own Felicity. If he regarded 


that only, Death would be preferable to Life, 4 
which at beſt, is but a mixture of Sorrow, and Joys. : 1 
But it is Death which makes him Happy, for it is [| 
Death that removes him from preſent Mileries, ang 


which takes him away from all Evils to come : 

And it is Death which admits him into a place of 
pure and clear delights, where no cares nor trou- 
bles ever enter. And therefore if he had nothing in 
his view-and aim, hut his own private good, his 
choice would be the Bleſſedneſs of the Righteous 
in dying. But ſince he conſiders himſelf as born 

for the good of others, ſince he looks on himſelf as 

a Souldier of Jefus Chriſt, who as his General ſets, 
him in his ſtation, hath plac'd him on the Guard 

from which he is not to go off till further * 

l . 
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ed Commiſſion for ſuch a Glorious Work, he may 

deſire to live, to rejoyce in an intire ſatisfaction of 
ſeeing it all accompliſnſ e. 
2. A Believer may deſire Life, becauſe he may 

have formfd excellent deſigns of Life and Action; 
and not only his State in the World, but his more 
Elevated Soul may have rais d the Thoughts, and 


* 4 


%%% ( 
And when he hath laid the glorious Scene of 
Action to deſtroy the exorbitant power of the com- 

mon enemy of Mankind, and to preſerve Nations 
almoſt on the brink of Ruin, and to eſtabliſh that 
part of the World where he lives, in a ſettled ſafety, 
When he is eager of the chace in full view of the 
Illuſtrious Game, he may deſire to Live to ſee the 
end of jt. : FFC 
3. A Believer may be deſirous to live longer, be- 
cauſe he loves God, and therefore he would live to 
Honour him more; and as he loves good Men too, 
ſo he would continue among them to be their per- 
petual Benefactor. He knows indeed that God 
133 OORne?.” M0» * 
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on the Death of the KI. 15 | 
cannot want him, nor his beſt (ſervices, but he | 
knows that they may be neceſſary to the good 
and ſafety of Mankind. 7608 
That Great and Glorious King, whoſe Wiſdom 
in Councels of Peace, whoſe Arms and Sword, 
and Conduct in War, were fo needfull for the 
| ſafety, and Proſperous State of this, and ſo many 
other Nations, will now, alas! no more preſide in 
Councells, nor wage juſt, and Succeſsful War. 
He who had form'd the Glorious deſign of ſettling 
the Liberties of this part of Europe, in a laſting 
Security, from the forcible Aſſaults of the Raviſh- 
ing Luſt of Ambition; no longer Lives to em- 
ploy his Invincible Courage, to Execute what his 
— 8 
It is far better indeed for him to enjoy an Eter- 
nal Repoſe, and Happineſs, after all his Anxious 
Thoughts, and Inceſſant Labours for the Publick 
Good and Safety, not only of his own Kingdom, 
but of People who were not his Subjects, and 
in whom he had no other Intereſt, than what a 
Generous concern for the Deliverance, Preſerva- 
tion and good of Mankind mov'd him to eſpouſe. 
It is far better for him to have left a Govern- 
ment, the cares and troubles of which conſum'd 
him, and to ceale to be King of Men, toReign 
„ Sb 
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with Chriſt for ever. It is better for bim to have 
laid down a Crown ſharpned with Cares, as 
lo many Thorns, to receive one more Splendid 
from the Hands of his Great Lord and Mater, 
whom he lo Faithfully ſerv'd. It is far better 
for him to have ſtepp d out of a Throne, of 
which he was the greateſt Ornament, to aſcend 
one Brighter above, and more eaſie to fit on. 
It is far better for him, that he hath diveſted - 
himſelf of the Robes of Earthly Majeſty, to be 
Cloathed with Heavenly Glory; * therefore, 
if we may ſuppoſe that this Great Soul was un- 
willing to leave the World, it was from this 
| thought, that he, at the ne moment left his 
Fe deſign for the Peace and Liberty of 
pe unfiniſh' d. It was becauſe he knew that 
our THE 'd Countrey, as well as others would 
want his Head and Arm, the one as neceſſary for 
Direction, as the other for Defence, It was be- 
cauſe he knew, that it was needfull for us that be 
ſhould Live longer here, if it had pleas d God to 
have made that Bleſſing as ſting as it was univer- 
fally deltred. | 
1 ic any thing then made him unwilling to Dye, 
who had Fac'd Death in all the Horrors of War, 
it was not the lol of Earthly Crown and ws 
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for he never valued it, but as it gave him Power 
to make thole ſafe and ealy, who were ſo Hap- 
py as to Live under his Reign. It was not pleaſures 
in the Luxury of a Court: For tho' indeed Blood 
and Slaughter was not the delight of an Hero, 
who made it the great deſign and action of his 


Life, not to deſtroy Nations, but to preſerve and 


fave them: Vet when their endangerd Liberty 


and Life, Implor'd his Courage and Conduct ro 
reſcue them, all the hardſhips of War were a Plea- 
ſure to him, and he lay as eaſily down to Reſt in 
Trenches before a Town Beſieg'd by him, or in 
his Tent in a Camp of that Field, where he was 
to Fight a Battle the next Day, as in the ſoft 


Beds of his Palaces. If we can ſuppoſe any thing 
made him unwilling to Dye, it mult be only a re- 
gret, that he could not Live to ſee the event of 


his well laid Councels, when he had confirmd 
the, Reſolutions of lo many different Nations, to 
Arm in a Confederate War againſt the Com- 


4 mon Enemy of all: When he had, by his Wiſ- 


dom, as well as Valour and Conduct, ſettled 
our Countrey (- which he loved as his own, and 
with a greater Affection than any of us do who 
were born in it) in a hopefull ſtare of Safety: 
who always love Kings 
V 


When the Engliſh People ( 
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which e ploy their Power. for the Publick good) 
had in their Parliament cheerfully given Aids of 
Men and Money, to quell the Formidable Power 


of France, which Threatens the Liberties, and 
Ruin of all this part of Europe: when he hop'd 


to ſee that Haughty and Ulurping Monarch, by 


his Juſt and Proſperous Arms, ſo reduc'd, as rather 
to think how to ſecure the ſafety of his own Crown, 
than to Uſurp that of other Nations, or to en- 
| flave Free People to his Tyrannical Dominion. 
If he had reluctance to Dye, who never feard 
Death in all the diſmal hurries of a Battle, amidſt 


Fire and Smoke, and thick ſtorms of Bullets, the 


ſwift and inviſible Meſſengers of Fate; it muſt be 
| that the ſecretj regret arole from ſad thoughts 
that he lefr our Countrey, and the reſt of pt in 


danger, or at leaſt, not in that poſture of eſta- 


bliſh'd Safety which he deſired, and wiſh d. 


This great King, who next to God was our 


Guard and Defence, is now no more among men. 
He will, alas! now no more preſide in Councels 
of Peace, nor manage wiſe Treaties, nor lead 


our Armies to Victory, in a juſt and neceſſary 


War. He, who ſo readily heard the Cryes of 
our diſtreſs d Countrey, which were ſo loud that 
they reſounded to the diſtant Shores of 


land, 


on the Death of the KING. Ss a 


and who ſo Generouſly came over for our Reſcue, 
and ſo gloriouſly effected it; now no more 
among, us hears the acclamations and praiſes of a 
Delivered Nation. He who ſought not a Crown, 
but only accepted it when offer d by the 


willing People, and ſway'd the Scepter to che- 


riſh, and maintain, not to deſtroy; to calm our 
diſturbances, to ſettle our then diiorder'd Affairs; 


to ſecure us againſt the pernicious Deſtgns and 


dangerous Attempts of thoſe, who aim d at our 
ruin, is now no longet our Guardian and Pro- 
tector. He who made War againſt our injurious. 
Enemies, with ſo much Courage, conduct and 
ſucceſs, no more wields a Sword which never 
fail'd of Victory: A Courage which was not 


meerly a ſuddain Flame of the Blood, but a 


ſteddy reſolution of the Soul, undaunted, laſting 
and Invincible: A Courage, which was not a 


Tranſport of Fury, but which fought with the 


ſame preſence of Mind in the Field, as it deba- 


ted at Council board. A Courage which was 


ſtrengthen d by a firm Faith, and aſſurance in 


the Divine Care, that it would amidſt all dan- 


gers preſerve his Life to its laſt determin d Pe- 


5 riod. A Courage which aſcrib'd the Glory of 


— — — „ ee my wn. 


all Succeſſes to God, and which gratefully own'd, 


his 
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ſi il _ ©. _ Goodnet in every P.-(eryation : Inſomuch as 

If :j\ when a Ball ſhot from a- Mortar, fell on the 

0 place where he had ſate but a moment before; 

1 0 my God (ſaid he with Eyes lifted up to Hea- 

„ ven) thou haſt ſaved my Life, and I will ſerve Thee 

1 all my days. A Courage which delighted not in 
1 Blood, and Slaughter, and deſolations of People; 
| whith: never made War for Pride, Glory, or Am. 


to bition of Large Empire; but for the deliverance, 

and reſcue of wronged and oppreſſed Nations: A 
Courage which nothing could equal but his Con- 

; duct, which all Europe e they ſaw him at 
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the Age of Twenty Five Years Generall of the Ar- 
gr mies of the United Provinces, and faw with won- 
1 der all the Vigour and ſprightly Valour of 
VPuobuth, joynd with the Military Skill and Wiſ- 
1: = dom of the moſt ancient Commanders: For it 
| was inthe Beginnings of his Youth, that he out- 
WS 5 witted in the Art of War the oldeſt and moſt z 
experienced French Generals, and drove them our 
WY of the Dutch Provinces, when with a ſudden and 

| irre ſiſtible Fury they had overrun them, and 

{ had advanced within Nine miles of Amſterdam,” _— 
1! the capital City. We all of us in England too, 

4 when he had bleſs d us by his Acceptance of the 

. 


Crown, admir'd — Goodnels,” and Mo- 
AM | deration 


8 


deration, in the Heart of the greateſt Souldier 
that many Ages have produced. When he ſaw 
himſelf at the Head of Seventy thouſand of his 
own Subjects, a greater Army than any of our 
Kings ever had, and when he ſaw himſelf yer 
ſtronger in the General Affections of the Peo- 
ple, he never made uſe of theſe advantages, to 
the Purpoles of Arbitrary Power. Where is the 


meaneſt, pooreſt Subject, that can complain, 
that this King ever did them the leaſt Wrong, 
in Perſon, Eſtate, or Liberty. No Sighs and 


Tears of Widdows or Orphans, ſadden'd his. 
Reign. He was lo far from Invading our Rights 


and Liberties, as he hath given us greater ſecu- 
rity for them, than ever any King did. He was 
ſo far from Oppreſſing us, that whatever we 
_ readily asked of him by our Repreſentatives in 
Parliament, he as chearfully granted; and in- 
deed it was not in his Temper to deny his 


Engliſh People any thing. - 


Thus his whole Life was a conſtant courſe of 


doing Good to the Nation, and the pleaſing bu- 


ſineſs was the laſt Employment of his Thoughts: 


_ tho! he did not fall in the Field, Fighting for the 
Liberty of Europe, in the Defence of which he ſo. 


often had expoſed a Life moſt- dear to us, yet 
as — * 
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the Earth to learn Righteouſneſs. Tho' I may 


he Dyed with all the Cares of Government about 
him. He expir d ſwaying the Scepter, and Love 
to his People, ſuch a Love as was ſolicitous to 
leave them Safe and Proſperous, being fixed in 


his Heart, was the laſt thing which Dyed in him. 


Is endeavour to perform the Duty of a good 


Engliſh Subject, in paying a Tribute of Praiſe to a 


Prince to whom we owe the Deliverance and pre- 


ſent Safety of our Countrey. But Sorrow confounds 
my Thoughts, and ſtops my Voice; for tho 


there is a ſecret Pleaſure in giving due Praiſes 
to Great and Heroick Vertue, yet a ſad remem- 


brance that it is gone, and hath left the World, 


riſeth to an equal heighth with our admiration 
of the Excellent Example. 


us E. 1ſt, Tho' I may therefore put you in 
mind to conſider, that God ſhews his Anger, when 
he Inflicts his Judgments on a People, and with 


a Terrible Voice Admoniſheth the Inhabitarits of 


direct you to the Thoughts, that as a good King 


3s the great Bleſſing of a Nation, a Rare, and 
Extraordinary Bleſſing ; ſo the Death of ſuch an 


one, who was not only the carefull Father of his 


Countrey, bur, the Valiant Defender too; is not 


only 
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only mine, or your private Grief, but the Sorrow 
of che beſt part of Europe; and we only Mourn 
in Conſort wich the Univerlall Groans off an 
Innumerable People. Tho” may excite you 
and my ſelf ro a due ſenſe of Gods diſpleaſure, 85 i 
and of our Sins, which have enkindled it, of | | 
which we are too Inſenſible: yet I need nor ſay 
any thing to move all the ſad Paſſions to lament 
the lols of the Beſt of Kings. Who can forbear ; 
to Sigh, and Groan, on lo Mournfull an Occaſion, 
when he hears the ſad ſounds in all company, 
and in every corner of our Streets? who can 
withhold his Tears, when he ſees all Eyes heavy 
with them? Is it poſſible for any £ us, who. 
Lov'd and Honoured this Excellent Prince when 
alive, and who ſhall always keep in our Hearts, 
a Veneration of his Memory, not to Lament the 
fall of an Hero, which ſtirs Compaſſion in the 
Hearts of Generous Enemies? ' 


ASE. 2d. Let us not only bewail, but turn 
from thoſe Sins which have brought on our 
Countrey chis dilmal Calamity. What Atheiſna 

and Irreligion? What Profane contempt of God, 

of his Word, and of every thing that is Sacred ? 


What Ingratitude to God, and Man? what ſhamefull 
. © M0 -—— © 
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Inconſtancy, never to be ealy in any ſtate, never 


Was in a great degree Eſtabliſh'd : That it did 


not 


to be pleas d with any thing that God, or the 


King of Glorious Memory, as his bleſſed Inſtru- 


ment, hath done for our deliverance and good? 


What Animoſities, what Factions, what divided 


Parties, the Original of which flows from Pride, 
Ambition and Envy, at the exalted Fortune of 


others above our own; hath, and doth abound 
in this unhappy Nation. e 


HSE. 3d. Let us mingle ſome Joy, with 


our Sorrows, to temper and alleviate them. 


Let us joyn Songs of Praiſe with the Mourn- 
ful Tunes of our Complaints. Let us Praiſe God, 
who always Afflicts Men in meaſure, and Mo- 
derates his Judgments with Allays of Mercy. 
We had been irrecoverably loſt, if the King had 
| Dyed before the Alliances were Settled, and the 
Confederacy of Nations fram'd againſt the Ex- 
oxkitant Power of. a formidable Enemy, who 
threatens all Europe with Slavery and Ruine. 
Let us Bleſs God with all our Souls, who ap- 
pointed that this Glorious Life ſhould not have 


its period, till our Safety with that of the Allyes 
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on the Death of the Ki. 25 
not expire till thoſe Acts were paſs'd, which are, 
and will be the great Security of the Govern- 
ment: That this Generous Soul did not leave 
the World, at any other time, than when a 
Parliament was fitting: A Senate ſo Wile, 
and fo Faithfull to the Truſt repos'd in them, 
as by a ſteddy Reſolution to defend their 
Countrey, expreſs d in their Votes; they have 
| reviv'd the drooping Spirits of us Engliſh, and re- 
cover d the Languiſhing Hearts of our endan- 
ger d Neighbours. - But that which may more 
Comfort us, is, that this Great King, in leaving 
us, left a Succeſſor to Finiſh the Work, which 
He had ſo Renownedly defign'd and begun; and 
that when his bright Soul Aſcended, he dropt 
the Robes of Majeſty upon an Illuſtrious 
Princeſs, who Succeeds Him not only in the 
Throne, but in the Kindeſt Expreſſions of Care 
and Favour, extended to all Her Subjects. What 
tho“ She is of too ſoſt a Sex to handle rough 
Arms, or to appear at the Head of Armies? 
She yet preſides in Councels, and revives the 
Memory of that. Heroine, Queen Elizabeth : 
Whoſe Arms were as Victorious Abroad, as 
Her wiſe Deſigns of Policy were well laid 
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Let us not ſtrive who ſhall be Greateſt, r 
ſooneſt advance a Fortune, but let all our 


ate inſeparable; and if they fall, we muſt every 
one of us periſh in the Ruins. e 


Uſe 4. If any of us fail'd in Gratitude to 


that King, who was our Deliverer, and Pro- 
rector, let us make up the Defe& in double 
Gratitude, and Duty to the Queen, who ſo 


Auſpiciouſly Succeeds Him in the Throne. 


Contention be to excell in Affection and Al- 


legiance. Let us know no other Intereſt, than 
her Honour, and Safety, the Support of the 
Government and our Countrey's Welfare, which 


1I1ſe 5. Tho' we have loſt fo great a KING, 
yet let us not deſpond, but put our Confidence 
in GOD, who is infinitely greater than all the 
Powers on Earth; who Eternally rules in all 
the Nations of the Univerſe, and by whom 
Kings ſo Reign, as every Succeſs in War, all 
wiſe Reſalves in Councel, and the entire Pro- 
ſperity of their Government, are derived from 
ks Wisdom, Power, Goodneſs, and Indulgent 


Providence; who if we ſincerely Truſt in Him, 


% ————ä——— — —-4—] — ᷑ w—uuꝓb) . "IA 
, rc 7 ˙—˙ F ons + wenn, wg er" 7˙·¹ wum ory ror eEg, . —— — 


is 


— 


1 


— nr” Ry - 5 —y 2 * — ——— 2 —— * — 4 0 2 — — 
— * * 
* 2 2 « 


— 


: 


on the Death of tbe KI x G. 27 
is our Invincible Guard, to defend us againſt 
all Enemies; and while their Strength is onel 

Armies of Men, ours is THE LORD 
FE HOST S./ N 
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